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warmth. Ten minutes later we had turned our horses back and were flying for cover. All of us simultaneously had felt that something sharp and bitter on the nape of the neck by which the Indian or tropical sun proclaims his difference from all northern suns. One touch is enough; for ever afterwards you treat him with respect, and submit to the sola topee.
Ahmedabad takes you with a plunge into the religions of India. The most be-churched city of Italy or Spain is secular compared to it. One small sect of Hindus, the Jains, alone claim to have a hundred and twenty temples in it. All roads lead to mosques, tombs, and holy places; the crowded populous city, as displayed to you by your guide, is but a labyrinth of alleys and passages leading from one to another. The town itself is incredibly squalid and vivid. The impression has since worn off, for all Indian cities are much alike in this